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and Northern France and the congestion impedes the forward
movement of troops and guns to the new fronts.
The French admit that the situation is critical   General
Gamclin issues an Order of the Day which recalls Marshal
Joffre's famous message to the French Armies before the First
Battle of the Marne in 1914: "The fate of our country and
that of our Allies and the destiny of the world depend on the
battle now being fought. English, Belgian and Polish soldiers
and foreign volunteers fight at our side. The British Air Force
is engaged up to the hilt, like ours. Every unit that is unable
to advance must accept death rather than abandon that part
of the national territory entrusted to it.   As always in the
critical hours of our history the watchword today is 'Conquer
or die*' We must conquer.9' The desperate note in this mes-
sage to the troops gives many Frenchmen the first intimation
of the real gravity of the hour.
MAY 18
The Germans reach the Aisne River. It becomes apparent
that their major objective is not Paris but the Channel -coast,
in the hope of cutting off the British and Belgian armies as
well as the French divisions in Belgium* The French do not
claim that the German advance has been halted, but say they
have slowed it down, The Germans claim that they are within
60 miles of Paris, but the French say 90 miles, French mili-
tary circles estimate that the Germans arc using 80 divisions,
11 of them motorized. They are said to have thrown in from
2,500 to 3,000 tanks, some of them of 70 tons* To deal with